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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [date]
[full name]
[phone number]
[email address]

Giving kids a life of choice, not chance, one pedal at a time
[First Name] gears up to ride [#] km over [#] days to raise funds for Hands Across the Water

[City], [State]: On [Date of Event], [Full Name] from [Suburb], [State], will set off on a journey to ride [distance] over [#days] from [starting location] to [finishing location], Thailand in an effort to raise money and awareness for Hands Across the Water (Hands), an Australian-based charity supporting over 350 disadvantaged children across Thailand. 
The annual [name of bike ride] is one of Hands’ main fundraising initiatives that ask rider participants to raise [$fundraising amount] per person in order to join the “bucket list” experience, in addition to funding their own travel expenses. Over [#days] riders will ride on average 100km a day starting from [description of route – starting point, direction and ending point].
[“You’re quote about the experience”] says [first name].
For those in Thailand, the kids and communities whose lives are positively changed each and every day, Hands measures the impact of their work, not on the number of kids, not on the number of homes and not on the amount of money raised. They can certainly be tangible measures. But the one metric Hands value most is the choices the kids have when it’s time to leave their home.
“Whilst we continue to provide the funding for the immediate and short-term needs, our focus is also on building programs that will create stronger individuals and stronger communities that removes the need for the support we are providing now” says Peter Baines, Founder of Hands Across the Water. “But to achieve this there is a sustained commitment required to bring about long-term sustainability.”
Money raised from the annual bike ride will go towards the annual operating costs of the seven homes run by Hands totaling $1.8million per annum, inclusive of lifesaving medicine for many of the children who otherwise would go without.
“Not only does the support change lives, but it saves lives. Due to a lack of life saving medicine, children were dying from HIV related illnesses. By making a long-term commitment we stopped the children dying” says Baines. 


In addition, Hands is focused on key projects over the next 12 months which will see the children provided with additional education and training programs to prepare them for future long-term employment opportunities.
· Hospitality Training Program to develop in-demand hospitality skills providing employment opportunities in resorts and hotels in the Khao Lak region.

· Technology Learning Centre to build technical literacy through adolescent years and contribute to employability and job opportunities upon school graduation in the remote Yasathon province.

· University Scholarship Program which currently sees over 40 students funded through university degrees across Thailand.

To make a donation to [name] fundraising or for more information go to: [fundraising link]
 
End. 

About Hands Across the Water (Hands):
Peter Baines OAM was an NSW Police forensic investigator for 22 years and led the Australian and International teams following the Boxing Day tsunami of 2004.  Peter was deployed into Thailand for several months leading the teams in the identification of the 5395 bodies that were recovered.  On his last rotation into Thailand he met a group of children who had all lost their parents.  He then made a commitment to raise funds to contribute to the building of a home for them. That was the start of Hands Across the Water, the charity. 
In 2011, Hands Group was established as a social enterprise to meet all the administrative and fundraising costs of Hands Across the Water. Through Hands Group we can ensure that nearly 100% of all donations made to Hands Across the Water goes directly to the children and communities they support.
Hands Across the Water have seven different properties that we support in Thailand and our commitment is long term.  We support the children into and through university and currently have 47 children studying varying courses across Thailand Universities and a growing alumnus of those who have already graduated.   


For Hands PR and Media Enquiries contact:
Jenny Lewis
Marketing Manager
Hands Group
jenny.lewis@handsgroup.org.au
+61 450 017 565



SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 28/01/2020
Claire Baines
+61 401 825 855
claire.baines@handsgroup.org.au
 
Giving kids a life of choice, not chance, one pedal at a time
Tara gears up to ride 800km over 8 days to raise funds for Hands Across the Water

Sunshine Coast, QLD: On 4th January 2021, Tara Jackson from Mooloolaba QLD, will set off on a journey to ride 800km over 8 days from Bangkok to Chanthaburi, Thailand in an effort to raise money and awareness for Hands Across the Water (Hands), an Australian-based charity supporting over 350 disadvantaged children across Thailand.
The annual Ride to Provide is one of Hands’ main fundraising initiatives that ask rider participants to raise $10,000 per person in order to join the “bucket list” experience, in addition to funding their own travel expenses. Over 8 days riders will ride on average 100km a day starting off just outside of Bangkok, heading south along the Gulf of Thailand before making their final destination to PAMA House, in the Chanthaburi province.
Pama House is a home based in the south east of Thailand that was opened in March 2015. It is currently home to 25 at-risk children from the local community.
“It’s definitely a life altering experience. The perspective gained and lessons learned on the journey, both in the lead up and also during the ride are ones of gratitude, perseverance and tenacity,” says Tara. “But best of all, when you ride into the home, on the 800th kilometer and see the kids smiling faces cheering you on, you know all that hard work is so worth it! They’re worth it.”
For those in Thailand, the kids and communities whose lives are positively changed each and every day, Hands measure the impact of their work, not on the number of kids, not on the number of homes and not on the amount of money raised. They can certainly be tangible measures. But the one metric Hands value most is the choices the kids have when it’s time to leave their home.
“Whilst we continue to provide the funding for the immediate and short-term needs, our focus is also on building programs that will create stronger individuals and stronger communities that removes the need for the support we are providing now” says Peter Baines, Founder of Hands Across the Water. “But to achieve this there is a sustained commitment required to bring about long-term sustainability.”



Money raised from the annual bike ride will go towards the annual operating costs of the seven homes run by Hands Across the Water totaling $1.8million per annum, inclusive of lifesaving medicine for many of the children who otherwise would go without.
“Not only does the support change lives, but it saves lives. Due to a lack of life saving medicine, children were dying from HIV related illnesses. By making a long-term commitment we stopped the children dying” says Baines.
In addition, Hands is focused on key projects over the next 12 months which will see the children provided with additional education and training programs to prepare them for future long-term employment opportunities.
· Hospitality Training Program to develop in-demand hospitality skills providing employment opportunities in resorts and hotels in the Khao Lak region.

· Technology Learning Centre to build technical literacy through adolescent years and contribute to employability and job opportunities upon school graduation in the remote Yasathon province.

· University Scholarship Program which currently sees over 40 students funded through university degrees across Thailand. 
To make a donation to Tara’s fundraising or for more information go to: https://www.handsacrossthewater.org.au/fundraisers/tara-jackson-rtp-2021 

End.

About Hands Across the Water (Hands):
Peter Baines OAM was an NSW Police forensic investigator for 22 years and led the Australian and International teams following the Boxing Day tsunami of 2004.  Peter was deployed into Thailand for several months leading the teams in the identification of the 5395 bodies that were recovered.  On his last rotation into Thailand he met a group of children who had all lost their parents.  He then made a commitment to raise funds to contribute to the building of a home for them. That was the start of Hands Across the Water, the charity. 
In 2011, Hands Group was established as a social enterprise to meet all the administrative and fundraising costs of Hands Across the Water. Through Hands Group we can ensure that nearly 100% of all donations made to Hands Across the Water goes directly to the children and communities they support.
Hands Across the Water have seven different properties that we support in Thailand and our commitment is long term.  We support the children into and through university and currently have 47 children studying varying courses across Thailand Universities and a growing alumnus of those who have already graduated.
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